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was also successful; favoured by a dense fog, the British advanced
right up to the enemy's position without being seen, and succeeded
in putting them to flight without loss.

Before the expiration of the ultimatum, the Katha column had
been assembled at Manle, ready to advance on Wuntho, in the case
of such a move becoming necessary. On the 13th January, as soon
as Mr. Burgess heard of the Sawbwcfs flight from Wuntho, he asked
for, and received permission, to proceed at once with the cavalry
to that place, where he arrived on the 15th, without encountering
any opposition en route. The next day reinforcements of infantry
and guns followed him, and the whole of the Katha column arrived
at Wuntho on the 19th January. The inhabitants were friendly,
and appeared glad to welcome the British.

The Shwebo column began its march on the 3rd January and
reached Wuntho on the 26th, as originally arranged. General Cox
now took command of the combined force.

On 1st February, in consequence of a report received that
the post of Nabetkyi had been attacked, a squadron of the
Hyderabad contingent was sent to its assistance, under Captain
Gubbins. This officer was attacked on the 3rd at 2 A.M., by
300 or 400 dacoits, but drove them off after an hour's fight, with
a loss of two killed and two wounded.

On the 2nd February, the Kinwun-Mingyi (the chief Burmese
official in Upper Burma) arrived at Wuntho and at once opened
negotiations with the Sawbwa, who stated he would come in and
discuss matters, provided only a small garrison was left in the town.
It was consequently decided to agree to the Sawbwa's request, and
a garrison of only seventy-five Welsh Fusiliers and thirty police was
left, in a fortified position, in the town, while the Shwebo column was
despatched to Kawlin, and the cavalry and infantry of the Katha
column to Kaing-Chaiing and Mawnaing, respectively, both of
which places were about six miles from Wuntho, and outside of
Wuntho territory. Shortly after the Sawbwa had been informed
that these moves would be carried out, an order arrived from head-
quarters, forbidding the removal of the troops, but General Cox
having already given his word, decided that he could not go
back on it. In spite of these concessions, great difficulty was
experienced in inducing the Sawbwa to meet any British officers,